A Concise and Very Simple Breakdown of the
Different Views on the End
The problem
The different interpretations of Rev 20:1-8, which mentions a 1,000-year (millennium) reign
of saints with Christ before the end of all things. The proposed solutions are:
Historic Premillennialism
Apostasy at the end,
saints go through the
great tribulation of 7
yrs. Antichrist reigns.

Christ comes and
ushers in millennium
after the tribulation.
First res. of saints.

Millennium: An earthly
kingdom in the future.
Satan bound.

Satan loosed, final
rebellion.
Final judgment. 2nd
res. of everyone. New
heavens and earth.

Dispensational Premillennialism (many variations)
Apostasy at the end.
There is a distinction
between Israel and
the church: two
covenants, two
peoples of God,
different
dispensations of
history etc.

Pre-tribulation rapture
of the saints. Christ
returns secretly before
the 7 yr. tribulation.
Then Antichrist reigns.
OR: Mid-tribulation
rapture of the saints;
Christ appears after
3½ years.
OR: Post-tribulation
return of Christ once
only at the end of the
tribulation (saints suffer
tribulation).
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Millennium Christ returns a
second time visibly.
Earth repopulated by
converts in the trib.,
inc. 144,000 Jews.
Glorified believers rule
with Christ.
Christ sets up an
earthly, Jewish
kingdom in the future.
Temple worship and
priestly order restored
(inc. sacrifices of
atonement).
Satan bound exactly
1,000 years.

Satan loosed, final
rebellion.
Several judgments.
New heavens &
Earth.

Postmillennialism
Success of the
church’s mission.

Millennium: a golden
age of the church.
Some teach that the
church will rule the
world.

Christ returns after
the millennium.

Amillennialism
There is no literal,
earthly kingdom. The
millennium refers to the
age of grace, the
church age.

Apostasy and
deception at the end.
Great tribulation.

Christ returns at the
end of the tribulation.
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Final judgment;
new heavens &
Earth.

